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Commander’s Call
I want to give my personal Thank You to the staff and
volunteers that made the Past Commanders’ dinner a
success. I was disappointed in the turnout to honor our
past leaders. I guess that falls in line with the general
apathy for the programs we support. I am considering

closing the social quarters for the First Responders Dinner.

We will be having a special election at this month’s
General Membership Meeting for one Executive Board
position. We had the first round of nominations at the
February meeting and will have another round before
holding the election. If you are interested in becoming a
board member please come to the meeting. The term we
need to fill expires on June 30, 2027.

I have appointed Leo Pederson as our Judge Advocate for
the remainder of my term.

The finance committee 1s formed, and I have been advised
they will start their duties beginning early this month. I
have tasked them with the audit and forming next year’s
budget.

The search for a club manager is ongoing. I hope to have
someone hired soon so there is a good turnover.

It was requested that we review our House Rules and
incorporate possible disciplinary measures there. I need
three Legionnaires to form this committee. Auxiliary and
Sons members may express their opinions but ultimately
the House belongs to the American Legion Post 25 and
they make the rules. Once they have formed their
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recommendations it will be brought to the General
Membership for approval.

We will start the election process for the 2026-2027
Officers at the April Meeting with the first round of
nominations.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Commander

1st Vice Commander Report
Welcome Aboard:
e Kathryn M. Trimarchi, Airforce,
Lebanon/Granada Veteran
e Joseph O. Kama, Army, Vietnam Veteran

DD-214: If you have someone interested in joining the
Legion and they are trying to get a copy of a DD-214 for
eligibility, have them go to:

https:// www.archives.gov/veterans/military service-
records to request a copy.

Membership Standings as of February 20, 2026
New Members: 13 PUFL: 63 Renewals: 224
Total Membership: 302 Goal: 345
Post 25 Current Membership: 87.54%

Membership Target: 90% by March 11, 2026

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
1% Vice Commander



2" Vice Commander Report
Good day Post 25 family and friends! February was a busy
month for our post. Thanks to all who participated in this
month’s events. A lot of time goes into planning these
events and it is great to see when people show up to enjoy
the hard work that so many people put into making these
events happen.

The following events are on our calendar for next month:
e 3/13: Saint Patrick’s Day Party w/DJ David: 7-11
e 3/13: 107" American Legion birthday celebration:
6:00
e 3/18: Bar Bingo at 6:00.
e 3/14: VA Bingo
e 3/27: Karaoke w/Andree: 7-11

Our Planning Committee will meet on the 2™ Thursday of
each month at 5:30 just prior to the monthly Executive
Board Meeting. All personnel are invited to attend this
meeting. In March, we will be discussing our plans for our
Easter Egg hunt and activities (11am-1pm on 4/4). We will
need several volunteers to make this event a success for
the children that show up for this event. Thank you.

For God and Country,
Gregory Goba
2nd Vice Commander

Finance Officer
Welcome to March everybody! The commander has
established a Finance Committee and I am looking
forward to working with these member’s to create a budget
and complete our annual audit.

We have had a strong month in gaming in late January and
February, as such, we need to donate some funds to
charities, police & fire, or local schools. If you have a
charity that you would like us to consider donating to,
please provide the charity information to myself or another
Executive Board member.

A few notes and things to consider:

1) The Dollar-a-Week book & Quarter-a-Day books
are still happening. If you come into the post, you
can sign both books. The Quarter-a-Day is located
by the paper tab machines. The Dollar-a-Week
book is located behind the bar, so ask for it from
the bartender. The Dollar-a-Week pot is currently
at $500.00 for Pot #1 & $23.00 for Post #2. The
Quarter-a-Day pot is currently at $297.64

2) Queen of Hearts has now been running for a little
over 10 weeks now and the pot is up to $2,061!
You can’t win if you don’t play!

3) The General Membership Meeting Bean Book
drawing has two pots currently. The first post is

$999 and the second is $172. To participate, you
must attend the General Membership Meeting held
on the 3™ Thursday of each month at 7pm and you
must be a Legionnaire. You can’t win if you don’t
attend the meeting.

4) Paper tabs & electronic tab machines are available
for play for members and their signed in guests.
Your guests must play electronic games with the
members’ money. Please keep this in mind when
you have a guest playing the machines.

I look forward to seeing you all around the post!
For God and Country,

Archie Scott
Finance Officer

Post Adjutant
Membership — Membership — Membership!

You may renew any of the following ways:

e Online — via https://www.members.legion.org/
you will need to have your Legion ID Number and
your Last name to renew. Using this feature, you
can eliminate paper renewal notices by setting
your account to have your notices delivered via
email.

e Mail — You can send it to the Post: American
Legion — Attn: Adjutant 7609 Marshal Avenue
Newport News, VA 23605

e In-person - You can renew with the Bartender at
the Post. She will give you a receipt. If I am in the
office, I can give you your new card in about 10
minutes.

Important Information
e Dues can be taken at the Bar with Cash or Check.
The Adjutant and 1% Vice Commander will assist
with Online dues. Please set up a time for us to
meet and set up your account if needed.
e We have the 2026 membership cards on hand and
are ready to issue them once your dues are paid.

If you would like help creating your My Legion account,
paying your dues online, or updating your personal
information, I am happy to help! I can also help you print
your card here on-site. Contact me at
adjutant@valegion25.org and I will make sure your
account is up-to-date and ready to go.

For God and Country,
Akoshua Geathers
Adjutant
adjutant@valegion25.org



From the Post Historian
The position of Post Historian is vacant, if anyone is
interested, please reach out to the commander for more
information.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Commander

Post Service Officer
Effective February 17, the Veterans Administration
amended 38 CFR 4.10, despite a ruling last year by the
Veterans Appeals Court and did not offer a public
comment period on this change. In effect, they went
against what the courts decided and they decided they did
not want veteran input by not opening the change up for
public comment.

This change is drastic. What it means for disabled veterans
is that unless your rating explicitly states medication is fact
of the criteria, Veterans who take medication to treat
service-connected disabilities may have their ratings
reduced. It means if one is applying for an increase in
disability, there is a substantial risk your rating may be
reduced.

The infrastructure to do this is in place. Booz Allen
Hamilton has built for and deployed within the VA Al
based processing tools to do just this.

Make no mistake. Veterans are being targeted. To some in
power, the disabled Veteran is the new “Welfare Queen.”
We have seen in the last year unprecedented attacks and
cuts upon the Veterans Administration that are unequaled
in the history of the VA.

As of 4pm, February 19, the VA has stated the rule “will
not be enforced.” However, it is still on the books and
there is no guarantee they will not try to enforce it later.
We need the law struck from the books.

It is essential that every member contact their congressmen
and senators to demand this change be revoked.

Hours: 12 Miles: 42 Calls: 7
Text messages: 26 Emails: 12 Claims: 6
Reviews: 0 Consults: 1 Appeals: 1

No Call/No Show: 0  Cancellations: 0

For God and Country,
Chris Garcia
Post Service Officer

Scholarship Committee
All activity for the 2024 — 2025 school year is complete.
The scholarship committee will reconvene in early March

2026 to brainstorm our marketing & advertising strategy
for our offered Nursing; Scholastic; General and JROTC
college tuition assistance scholarships for the 2025 — 2026
school year.

I invite and request all Post members (Legion, Auxiliary,
& Sons) to continue assisting in the advertising of our
available Nursing, Scholastic, General, and JROTC
college tuition assistance scholarships. Those who are
interested in supporting and getting involved in our
Scholarship Committee efforts, please reach out to me at
(757) 846-4563 for any questions or additional
information.

JROTC Update:

All three of our sponsored high schools (Heritage;
Menchville, and Warwick) that have an active JROTC
program participated in the Dept of Virginia JROTC Drill
Team competition held at Gloucester High School on
February 21, 2026. All three received a (1%; 2™ or 3™)
trophy for their efforts in the events that they signed up to
compete in. It was a good experience for all.

Aside from myself, DJ (Gunny) Delesus, and couple of
representatives from 3™ District; the Post 25 member’s
attendance to show support to our sponsored schools was a
"No Show". This is unacceptable!

The next effort concerning the JROTC will be the annual
JROTC Military and Scholastic Award ceremonies. Dates
are TBD.
For God and Country,
Randy Duvall
Chairman, Scholarship Committee

Judge Advocate Report
I want to take a moment to thank Carol Robinson for
serving as our Judge Advocate for the past 18 months.

I have appointed Rob Pedersen to the position of Judge
Advocate. I ask that you all give him the support he needs
to carry out his duties.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody

Chaplain’s Corner
March arrives with a quiet promise: renewal is on the way.
As we approach the first day of spring on March 20, the
world around us begins to soften and brighten. Longer
days, budding trees, and the return of birdsongs remind us
that even after the coldest seasons, new life finds its way
forward.




This month also carries deep spiritual meaning across
many faith traditions. Several observances in March speak
to themes of reflection, hope, and fresh beginnings.
March 2026 Religious Observances

e Lent (Christian): A season of reflection and
preparation, inviting believers to simplify, pray,
and realign their hearts.

e Ramadan (Islam): Beginning the evening of
March 1, this month of fasting and prayer
encourages gratitude, compassion, and generosity.

e Purim (Jewish): Celebrated March 3—4, honoring
courage, deliverance, and the triumph of hope.

e Holi (Hindu): Observed March 15-16, the joyful
Festival of Colors celebrates the arrival of spring
and the victory of good.

e Naw-Ruz (Baha’i): Marked on March 20, this
New Year celebration aligns with the spring
equinox and symbolizes spiritual renewal.

e Mawlid an-Nabi (Islam — Shia): Observed March
26, commemorating the birth of the Prophet
Muhammad in Shia tradition.

Across these observances, we find a shared message:
renewal is possible, and hope is never out of reach.

As we move through March, may the changing season
inspire each of us to look for signs of growth—both
around us and within us. Whether your renewal comes
through prayer, celebration, fasting, community, or quiet
reflection, may this month bring you peace, purpose, and a
renewed sense of possibility.

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Chaplain

General Membership Meeting drawing
February 19, 2026:

50/50 winner was Archie Scott, who won $27.00.

Bean book draw was Lyle Loomis (Not Present) for the
$999 Jackpot & Douglas James (Not Present) for the
$145 jackpot.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Birthday greetings are extended to our members who have
a birthday in March 2026. Don’t forget to take advantage
of the 25% birthday discount. This discount must be
mentioned, and it must be your birthday unless the post
isn’t open on your birthday, then it can be the next day.

Happy Birthday and wishing you many more!

BINGO at VAMC

We held our monthly VA Bingo on February 21%. We had
31 veterans participate. We gave out $173 in Patriot bucks.
The following members helped put this event on:

Chester Snody Saunders Moon

Everett Sloan & Duncan

Our next VA BINGO event is on February 21, 2026 at
10am. This is a great program and a lot of fun, please
consider coming out and supporting this Four Pillars event.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Bingo Chairman

American Legion Auxiliary Report
Hello ladies. March is upon us and Spring is just around
the corner.

I want to thank everyone who came out to honor Auxiliary
Member Terry (Cotton Top) Lewis. He was a constant
presence in the post and volunteered many hours to help
with Post and Auxiliary functions.

When we have our nominations for 2026/2027 officers, 1
will not accept any elected Officer position. Please think
about stepping up and running. I will still come to
meetings and help in any way I can.

We voted at our last meeting to change the meeting to the
fourth Thursday of the month, starting with the March
meeting.
Looking forward to our next meeting on March 26, 2026.
Hope to see everyone there.

For God and Country,

Deborah Snody
President

Sons of The American Legion Report
Next SAL Meeting: March 10" @ 6 pm

I invite all SAL members to join us at our monthly
meetings that are held on the 2™ Tuesday of each month at
6pm.

Hope to see you soon at the post!



Membership Standings
2026 Squadron 25 Membership: 72.37%

2026 Membership Goal: 76
Current Membership: 55
2026 Target Date: 80% by March 11, 2026

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Squadron Commander

American Legion Riders Report
Next Meeting: March 16™ at 6:30 pm

March is finally starting to warm up, and that means
Riding Season is waking up too. If you’ve ever thought
about becoming a Rider, now’s the perfect time. Anyone
can be a Rider—just stop one of us and ask. We’re
always glad to talk motorcycles, service, and the road
ahead.

We’ve also got an exciting event coming up. A few of our
Riders are planning a Saturday Pancake Breakfast and
Bike Blessing on April 11, and it will be open to the
public. Bring your bike, your trike, or anything with
wheels. Don’t have a bike to bless? Bring your cage—
yes, your car counts too. Not sure what a “cage” is? Ask a
Rider. We’ll be happy to explain and share a laugh with
you. More details on the event will be coming soon, so
stay tuned. Riding season is here, and we’re ready to roll.

Iinvite all Legion Riders join us at our monthly meetings,
and they are on the 3" Monday of each month. Meeting
starts at 6:30 pm.

Hope to see you soon at the post!

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Director

Club Manager’s Corner
Member and guest support and presence in the club is the
key to success in our Social Quarters. Please continue to
look for upcoming events to be posted on the bulletin
board in the Social Quarters. Come on out and join us as
always looking forward to seeing you soon.

For God and Country,
Shelly Veloso
Club Manager

Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Colonial Chapter
433 meets at American Legion Post 25 Newport News.
Current officers are:

* President — Bill Strickland

*  Vice President — Don Forshey

e Secretary/Treasurer — Larry Gerber

The VVA is one of America’s most respected veterans’
organizations and sole organization devoted exclusively to
issues related to Vietnam-Era veterans and their families.
Every member of VVA is a life member. All veterans who
served honorably from November 1, 1955, to May 7, 1975,
or any duty location between August 5, 1964, and May 7,
1975, can join with payment of $50.00 and become a life
member. The VVA Chapter 433 meets six times a year on
the last Wednesday of the following months; at American
Legion post 25:

March 25, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

April 29,2026 — 11:15am — Post 25 (Elections)
June 24,2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

August 26, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

October 28, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

For God and Country,
Bill Strickland
President
VVA Colonial Chapter 433

Virginia Veterans Memorials (VVM)
We are currently working on developing a Memorandum
of Understanding between the City of Newport News and
the VVM. Once we have this complete, then we can move
forward with a presentation to the city council. Once this
presentation takes place, that will complete Phase II of the
project. We are currently on target with our funding to
complete Phase III and hope to begin that phase of the
project soon.

Thank you all for your continued support.

For God and Country,
Archie Scott
Virginia Veterans Memorials Treasurer

Cornhole Results
Cornhole is played every Monday with sign-ups
starting at 5:30pm in the Social Quarters and the bags fly
at 6pm. The cost is $5.00 per person, and 1 & 2" place
teams receive winnings. Please see Hank Golding if you
have any questions.

DATE 1 PLACE 2" PLACE

January 26 John McGowan Trent Bondurant
Luke Bondurant Isaac Bondurant
John McGowan Isaac Bondurant
John Forbes Tom Byrd

February 2™ Tom Byrd Travis Creech
Isaac Bondurant Walker



John McGowan Hank Golding
Walker Luke Bondurant
February 9" John McGowan Hank Golding
Tom Byrd Travis Creech
John McGowan Hank Golding
Travis Creech Walker
February 16%  John Forbes Hank Golding
Patrick Veloso Tom Byrd
John McGowan Hank Golding
John Forbes Tom Byrd
February 23"  Travis Creech Hank Golding
John Forbes Isaac Bondurant
Travis Creech John McGowan
Walker John Forbes
A Note from the Editor

I did my first newsletter as editor back on November 2019.

I am telling you all that to say that [ have been the editor
of the newsletter for almost 6.5 years now. With the
exception of a 6-month break that I got at the end of 2024,
I have been the constant. While I enjoy pulling the
newsletter together every month, it is one more thing on a
plate overflowing with things that I am doing.

As such, I have informed the Executive Board that July
will be the last newsletter that I do. If you are interested in
taking on the position of Newsletter Editor, please let me
know. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve our
post in this position.

For God and Country,
Archie Scott
Newsletter Editor

Did you know?
What is Americanism?
(as quoted from the American Legion 2004 manual)

Americanism: “Another if our important programs
involving youth is American Legion Boys state. It is one
of the most respected and selective educational programs
of government instruction for high school students. Each
attendee becomes part of the operation of his local, county
and state governments.

Boys state has been a part of the American Legion since
1935. Forty-nine of the fifty states conduct a Boys State
program serving more than 25,000 young men. The
American Legion Auxiliary supports a similar program
called Girls State.

The boys are exposed to the rights and privileges, duties
and responsibilities of a franchised citizen. The training is

objective and practical with city, county, and state
governments. All these functions are operated by the
elected boys of each area involved. They boys learn
through legislative sessions, court proceedings, law
enforcement, assemblies, band,

chorus and recreational activities. Sounds like a lot of
learning coupled with some fun activities. High School
juniors are selected by local posts following
recommendations from school officials. The cost of
attending is usually paid by the local Post, locale
businesses, s or another community-based organization.

When the boys arrive, normally for a period of nine days,
they are assigned to a mock political party, city or county.
They nominate and elect their own officials. Those not
elected are normally given appointive offices.

They learn the duties they get elected to, the powers and
limitations. Most important, they set up their own
government, to include electing their own Governor and
staff of state officials.

Textbooks are provided to help them in all these
endeavors. The boy state program is normally held at a
local college and has been known to be held on a military
base and a 4-H camp.

Upon completion of Boys State, two of the most
outstanding participants in each of the state Boys State
programs can be selected to attend Boys Nation

in Washington D.C. They become senators and carry out
the duties of National government instead of State
Government.

Prominent political figures of our national government
have been known to participate sharing their experiences
in government with the boys.

Since its inception in 1946, Boys Nation has had graduates

be elected to public office including President of the
United States, Congressman, State Governors and

legislators.
al By, . _— N g
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March 2026

Calendar, Menu, & Happenings
American Legion Braxton-Perkins Post 25 — 7609 Marshall Avenue, Newport News, VA 23605 — 757-245-4532

Sunday

BETHE
ONE

8

Post Closed

Daylight Savings Time —
Spring Forward

15

Post Closed

American Legion 107"
Birthday

22

Post
Closed

29

Post
Closed

National Vietnam War
Veterans Day

Monday
2

Cornhole: 6pm
VVM Meeting: 6:30pm
Dinner: Burger Night

9

Cornhole: 6pm
Dinner: Burger Night

16

Cornhole: 6pm

Legion Riders Meeting:

6:30pm
Dinner: Burger Night

23

Cornhole: 6pm
Dinner: Burger Night

30

Cornhole: 6pm
Dinner: Burger Night

Tuesday
3

Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

10

Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
SAL Meeting: 6pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

17

Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday
St. Patrick’s Day

24

Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

31

Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

Wednesday
4

Queen of Hearts: 7pm
Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night

11

Queen of Hearts: 7pm
Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night

18

Bar Bingo — 6pm
40&8 Meeting: 7pm
Queen of Hearts: 7pm
Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night
25

Vietnam Veterans of
America Meeting: 11:15am
Queen of Hearts: 7pm
Cash Board: 7pm

Dinner: Shrimp Night
Medal of Honor Day

Thursday
5

Dinner: Steak Dinner

12

E-Board Meeting: 6:30pm
Dinner: Steak Dinner

19

Legion General
Membership Meeting: 7pm
Dinner: Steak Dinner

26

Auxiliary Meeting: 7pm
Dinner: Steak Dinner

Friday
6

Dinner: Fish

13

American Legion 107"
Birthday Celebration — 6pm
St. Patrick’s Day Party —
7pm — 11pm — DJ David
Dinner: Fish

20

First Responder’s Night —
Spm — 8pm
Dinner: Fish

27

KJ Andree — 7-11pm
Dinner: Fish

Saturday
7

Legion College — 8am — Spm —
Post 284 — Colonial Heights,
VA

KJ Ray: 7pm

Shuffleboard: 7pm

14

VA BINGO - Hampton
VAMC - 10am
Shuffleboard — 7pm

21

Shuffleboard: 7pm
28

Shuffleboard: 7pm

Women’s History Month

** Event is open to the Community - Spread the Word / V — Volunteer Opportunity

- 4/4 — Children’s Easter Party — 11am — 1pm** (V)

- 4/5 — Easter Sunday

- 4/18 — Old Dominion Honor Flight — 4am** (V)

Upcoming Events

- 4/25 — Legion Family & Friends Day
- 5/5—SAL Squadron 25 715 Charter Day

Social Quarters / Kitchen Corner

Our social quarters hours Monday - Tuesday 3pm-10pm, Wednesday 11am-
10pm, Thursday 3PM-10PM, Friday 11am-12am, & Saturday 3pm-12am
and Sunday we are closed. Nightly Dinner specials listed above will be
served from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The regular kitchen menu is available
when open until 8pm. If you have any special requests, please let us know!
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Preamble to the Constitution
Of the American Legion

For God and Country
We associate ourselves together for the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; To maintain law and order; To foster and perpetuate a
one hundred percent Americanism; To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars; To inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;
To make right the Master of Might; To promote peace and good will on earth; To safeguard and transmit to posterity the
principles of justice, freedom and democracy; To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual

helpfulness

This newsletter is produced for and by the members of Braxton-Perkins Post No. 25, The American Legion, Inc., Department
of Virginia, and Chartered August 25, 1919.

POST 25 OFFICERS

Commander:

1+ Vice Commander:
2~ Vice Commander:
Adjutant:

Finance Officer:
Sgt-at-Arms:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Historian:

Service Officer:
Chaplain:

Judge Advocate:
IPPC:

Chester Snody
Jim Lostetter
Greg Goba
Akoshua Geathers
Archie Scott
Kevin Buchanan
Walter Deal
William DelJesus
Saunders Moon

Steve “Sully” Sullivan
Anthony Peterson
Carol Robinson
Everett Sloan

Patrick Veloso
VACANT

Chris Garcia

Jim Lostetter

Rob Pedersen

Archie Scott

AUXILIARY UNIT 25 OFFICERS

President:

1+ Vice President:
2+ Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Sgt at Arms:
Chaplain:
Historian:
Parliamentarian:

Deborah Snody
Bethann Mahoney
Mary Deal

Renee Buchanan
Shelly Veloso
Cathy Hammett
Janie Burkhart
Bethann Mahoney
VACANT

SONS SQUADRON 25 OFFICERS

Commander:

1+ Vice Commander:

2+ Vice Commander:
Sgt-at-Arms:
Adjutant/Finance Officer:
Historian:

Chaplain:

IPSC:

James Lostetter
Stephen Hudak
Anthony Peterson
Kevin Buchanan
Archie Scott
VACANT

Kevin Buchanan
Paul Bartz

LEGION RIDERS CHAPTER 25 OFFICERS

Director:

Asst. Director:
Adjutant:
Finance Officer:
Sgt-at-Arms:
Chaplin:

Road Captain:
Safety Officer:

James Lostetter
Eilene Dewitt
Renee Buchanan
Kevin Dewitt
Perry McDaniel
Kevin Buchanan
Heiko Pinero
Mike Nugent

40 & 8 VOITURE 976 OFFICERS

Chef de Gare (Commander):

Chef de Tran (Vice Commander):

Aumonier (Chaplain):

Conducter (MC Master of Ceremonies):
Correspondant (Secretary/Adjutant):

Garde de la Porte (Sgt at Arms):

Paul Bartz
William Strickland
James Lostetter
James Lostetter
Archie Scott
James Lostetter



