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Commander’s Call
If you have not renewed your Legion Membership, you are
considered delinquent. If there is a reason other than
forgetfulness let me know with a short e-mail to
commander@valegion25.org. I would love to know why,
especially if it’s something we have or have not done. If
we don’t know, we cannot take measures to fix it.

I am scheduling a finance committee meeting for Tuesday,
January 13, 2026, at 6:30 PM. Any Legionnaire interested
in serving on the committee please attend. At this meeting
we will establish a roadmap to create the 2026/2027
budget and complete the 2025/2026 audit. No professional
finance experience required.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Commander

1st Vice Commander Report
Please, if you have not renewed, come by the post, mail in
your dues, or pay your dues online.

Membership Standings as of December 26, 2025
New Members: 13 PUFL: 63 Renewals: 200
Total Membership: 278 Goal: 345
Post 25 Current Membership: 80.58%

Membership Target: 80% by January 14, 2026

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
15 Vice Commander

D¢'¢ the Price You Paid to be Eligidle

2"1 Vice Commander Report
Happy New Year Post 25 family and friends. I hope that
you all enjoyed spending time with your family and loved
ones over the holidays. I wish you all the best in 2026.

e Thank you, Jim and Kevin, for your time in
support of our staff during the employee
Christmas dinner/party. Thanks to you both, our
staff was treated to a delicious meal. It was a
pleasure serving our staff for a change.

e  QOur Children’s Christmas Party was a huge
success. We purchased 22 gifts for
children/grandchildren of our members, and they
had a blast painting ornaments, coloring and
playing Plinko and Skee-ball. Thanks Archie,
Shelly V. and Kim Williams for supporting this
event.

For God and Country,
Gregory Goba
2nd Vice Commander

Finance Officer
Happy New Year everybody! I am excited to announce
that Queen of Hearts is BACK! We officially began
playing Queen of Hearts on November 19™. The pot is up
to $772! Best of luck to all who play!

A few notes and things to consider:

1) The Dollar-a-Week book & Quarter-a-Day books
are still happening. If you come into the post, you
can sign both books. The Quarter-a-Day is located
by the paper tab machines. The Dollar-a-Week



book is located behind the bar, so ask for it from
the bartender. The Dollar-a-Week pot is currently
at $361.00. The Quarter-a-Day pot is currently at
$216.33.

2) Queen of Hearts has now been running for 7
weeks and the pot is up to $872! You can’t win if
you don’t play!

3) The General Membership Meeting Bean Book
drawing has two pots currently. The first post is
$999 and the second is $117. To participate, you
must attend the General Membership Meeting held
on the 3™ Thursday of each month at 7pm and you
must be a Legionnaire. You can’t win if you don’t
attend the meeting.

4) Paper tabs & electronic tab machines are available
for play for members and their signed in guests.
Your guests must play electronic games with the
members’ money. Please keep this in mind when
you have a guest playing the machines.

I look forward to seeing you all around the post!
For God and Country,

Archie Scott
Finance Officer

Post Adjutant
Membership — Membership — Membership!

You may renew any of the following ways:

e Online — via https://www.members.legion.org/
you will need to have your Legion ID Number and
your Last name to renew. Using this feature, you
can eliminate paper renewal notices by setting
your account to have your notices delivered via
email.

e Mail — You can send it to the Post: American
Legion — Attn: Adjutant 7609 Marshal Avenue
Newport News, VA 23605

e In-person - You can renew with the Bartender at
the Post. She will give you a receipt. If I am in the
office, I can give you your new card in about 10
minutes.

Important Information
e Dues can be taken at the Bar with Cash or Check.
The Adjutant and 1% Vice Commander will assist
with Online dues. Please set up a time for us to
meet and set up your account if needed.
e We have the 2026 membership cards on hand and
are ready to issue them once your dues are paid.

If you would like help creating your My Legion account,
paying your dues online, or updating your personal
information, I am happy to help! I can also help you print
your card here on-site. Contact me at

adjutant@valegion25.org and I will make sure your
account is up-to-date and ready to go.

For God and Country,
Akoshua Geathers
Adjutant
adjutant@valegion25.org

From the Post Historian
The position of Post Historian is vacant, if anyone is
interested, please reach out to the commander for more
information.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Commander

Post Service Officer
It has been in the news again about companies that offer
assistance filing for Veterans benefits for a fee. This belief
is so common that I am frequently asked how much I
charge to file. It is illegal to charge a Veteran to file for
benefits, but there is zero penalty for doing so.

A new twist on the filing scheme is that Veterans are made
to sign agreements that give a percentage of any future
increases to the company. They take your information and
robo call the VA to check your status and then bill you.
Even if they did not assist with later claims.

Hours: 6.75 Miles: 15 Calls: 8
Text messages: 13 Emails: 1 Claims: 2
Reviews: 0 Consults: 2 Appeals: 1

No Call/No Show: 0  Cancellations: 0

For God and Country,
Chris Garcia
Post Service Officer
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Scholarship Committee
All activity for the 2024 — 2025 school year is complete.
The scholarship committee will reconvene in early March
2026 to brainstorm our marketing & advertising strategy
for our offered Nursing; Scholastic; General and JROTC
college tuition assistance scholarships for the 2025 — 2026
school year.

I invite and request all Post members (Legion, Auxiliary,
& Sons) to continue assisting in the advertising of our
available Nursing, Scholastic, General, and JROTC



college tuition assistance scholarships. Those who are
interested in supporting and getting involved in our
Scholarship Committee efforts, please reach out to me at
(757) 846-4563 for any questions or additional
information.

For God and Country,
Randy Duvall
Chairman, Scholarship Committee

Judge Advocate Report
As we enter the new year, | hope we value the
responsibility and respect to all our comrades as well as
our officers in positions of authority. Let's do better for our
Veterans as well as ourselves.

To show respect to others, consider the following actions:

e Listen Actively: Pay attention when others speak
and show genuine interest in their thoughts and
feelings.

e Acknowledge Achievements: Recognize and
celebrate the accomplishments of others, no matter
how small.

e Empathize: Try to understand others' perspectives
and feelings, especially during disagreements.

¢ Be Kind and Compassionate: Treat others with
kindness, even in challenging situations.

e Practice Equality: Treat everyone as equals,
acknowledging that everyone has something
valuable to offer.

These actions can help foster a respectful and positive
environment in your interactions with others.

For God and Country,
Carol Robinson
Judge Advocate

Chaplain’s Corner
Four Chaplains Memorial Day- February 3, 2026

As we step into 2026, we are given a fresh beginning - a
sacred pause between what has been and what is yet to
come. The turning of the year invites us to reflect with
honesty, to give thanks for moments of grace, and to
release what no longer serves our growth.

This new year will bring joys and challenges, certainty and
change. Through it all, may we remember that we do not
walk alone. We are strengthened by faith, sustained by
hope, and called to care for one another with compassion
and courage.

May 2026 be a year in which we choose kindness even
when it is difficult, seek understanding where there is
division, and hold onto hope when the path ahead feels

unclear. Let us be attentive to the needs of those around us
and gentle with ourselves as we continue to learn and
grow.

As chaplains, we offer our prayers and presence for each
of you. May this year be marked by healing, purpose, and
peace. May you find meaning in your work, rest in
moments of stillness, and strength for each new day.

May the year ahead bless you with renewed faith, steady
hope, and love that guides all you do.

Happy New Year, and may 2026 be filled with grace.
For God and Country,

James Lostetter
Chaplain

General Membership Meeting drawing
December 18, 2025:

50/50 winner was Noel Lumanog, who won $35.00.

Bean book draw was Robert Parrette (Not Present) for
the $999 Jackpot & William Wilson (Not Present) for the
$869 jackpot.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Birthday greetings are extended to our members who have
a birthday in January 2026. Don’t forget to take advantage
of the 25% birthday discount. This discount must be
mentioned, and it must be your birthday unless the post
isn’t open on your birthday, then it can be the next day.

Happy Birthday and wishing you many more!

N

Richard “Dickie” Spangler

BINGO at VAMC
We held our monthly VA Bingo on December 20", We
had 30 veterans participate. We gave out $164 in Patriot
bucks. The following members helped put this event on:
Chester Snody Saunders Moon

Our next VA BINGO event is on January 17, 2026 at
10am. This is a great program and a lot of fun, please
consider coming out and supporting this Four Pillars event.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Bingo Chairman



American Legion Auxiliary Report
Hello all. The New Year is upon us.

At our October meeting we had a motion to change our
monthly meeting to the second Thursday of the month
Starting in January.

Per our bylaws, Article X - Amendments, our bylaws may
be amended by a 2/3 vote of the members present,
provided the proposed amendments have been read at a
previous meeting. This was rejected at the December
meeting and a new motion was made to change the
meeting to the fourth Thursday of the month, starting with
the March meeting.

The proposed amendment to Article V - Unit Meetings
Section 1. is as follows; “The regular meetings of this
Auxiliary Unit shall be held on the 4th Thursday of each
month.

See you at our next meeting on January 15.

For God and Country,
Deborah Snody
President

Sons of The American Legion Report
Our next SAL meeting will be on January 13, 2026 at 6pm
at Post 25. Please, if you haven’t renewed, come by the
post, mail in your dues, or pay your dues online.

Membership Standings
2026 Squadron 25 Membership: 52.63%

2026 Membership Goal: 76
Current Membership: 40
2026 Target Date: 60% by January 14, 2026

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Squadron Commander

American Legion Riders Report
Congratulations to the new Chapter Officers:

Director Jim Lostetter
Assistant Director Eilene Dewitt
Finance Officer Kevin Dewitt

Adjutant Renee Buchanan
Road Captain Heiko Pinero
Sargent at Arms Perry McDaniel
Chaplin Kevin Buchanan
Safety Officer Mike Nugent

I am looking forward to what they bring for us.
Please help them as much as you helped me. See you on
the road!

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Past Director

Our Next meeting will be on January 19, 2026 at 6:30 pm
We are planning a ride to Valentine VA, either January
31%t or February 7" , weather permitting.

Please follow the text blast for more information.

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Director

Club Manager’s Corner
Happy New Year to all! Kicking off 2026 with Bar Bingo
on Wed Jan 14th @ 6PM Free play to all prizes at the end
of each round. International Potluck Friday, Jan 23™. Bring
your favorite international dish SPM-8PM. Also dress in
your international best if you would like.

Member and guest support and presence in the club is the
key to success in our Social Quarters. Please continue to
look for upcoming events to be posted on the bulletin
board in the Social Quarters. Come on out and join us as
always looking forward to seeing you soon.

For God and Country,
Shelly Veloso
Club Manager

Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Colonial Chapter
433 meets at American Legion Post 25 Newport News.
Current officers are:

* President — Bill Strickland

*  Vice President — Don Forshey

e Secretary/Treasurer — Larry Gerber

The VVA is one of America’s most respected veterans’
organizations and sole organization devoted exclusively to
issues related to Vietnam-Era veterans and their families.
Every member of VVA is a life member. All veterans who
served honorably from November 1, 1955, to May 7, 1975,
or any duty location between August 5, 1964, and May 7,
1975, can join with payment of $50.00 and become a life
member. The VVA Chapter 433 meets six times a year on
the last Wednesday of the following months; at American
Legion post 25:

January 28, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

March 25, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

April 29,2026 — 11:15am — Post 25 (Elections)
June 24,2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

August 26, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

October 28, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25



For God and Country,
Bill Strickland
President
VVA Colonial Chapter 433

Virginia Veterans Memorials (VVM)
We are currently working on developing a Memorandum
of Understanding between the City of Newport News and
the VVM. Once we have this complete, then we can move
forward with a presentation to the city council. Once this
presentation takes place, that will complete Phase II of the
project. We are currently on target with our funding to
complete Phase III and hope to begin that phase of the
project soon.

Thank you all for your continued support.

For God and Country,
Archie Scott
Virginia Veterans Memorials Treasurer

Shuffleboard Results

Shuffleboard is played every Saturday with sign-ups
starting at 6:30pm in the Social Quarters and play begins
as soon as teams are drawn. The cost is $3.00 per person
and 1% & 2™ place teams receive winnings. Please see
Kim Williams if you have any questions.

DATE 1" PLACE 2" PLACE
November 29" Brian Adams Terri McCready
Jeff Marquard Teresa Marquard
December 6" Chris Adkins Greg Goba
Kim Williams Theresa Forbes
December 13" Theresa Forbes Steve Hart
George McCready Greg Goba
December 20" Kim Williams Jeff Marquard
Greg Goba John Forbes

Please be aware that even though the calendar says
shuffleboard on Saturday at 7pm, that due to a lack of
participation, there may not always be a “horse collar”
tournament but there is always the opportunity to play
“Round robin” shuffleboard. NOTE: The first Saturday of
every month we always have enough people to play a
“Horse collar” tournament. Come on out and have some
fun at your American Legion Post!

Cornhole Results
Cornhole is played every Monday with sign-ups
starting at 5:30pm in the Social Quarters and the bags fly
at 6pm. The cost is $5.00 per person, and 1 & 2™ place
teams receive winnings. Please see Hank Golding if you
have any questions.

2" PLACE
Hank Golding

1 PLACE
Travis Creech

DATE
December 1%

December 8t
December 15%

December 22™

Tom Byrd

Tom Byrd
Luke Bondurant

Gavin Anderson

Trent Bondurant
Gavin Anderson

No Tournament due to weather.

Gavin Anderson
Craig Anderson

Travis Creech

Craig Anderson
Trent Bondurant
Luke Bondurant

Travis Creech
John Forbes

Did you know?

Hank Golding
Travis Creech

Connor Bosworth
Gavin Anderson
Hank Golding
John McGowan

Hank Golding
Luke Bondurant

June 16, 2021: The American Legion conducts a press
conference on the steps of the U.S. Capitol
calling for the urgent evacuation of some
18,000 Afghan translators and others who
assisted coalition forces during the war.
President Joe Biden signs into law the
Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson
Honoring our Promise to Address
Comprehensive Toxins Act, a historic
move strongly supported and promoted by
The American Legion, to provide health-
care service and disability compensation
to some 4 million additional veterans,
mostly post-9/11, who were exposed to
toxic contamination in the military.
American Legion accredited service
officers secure what is believed to be an
all-time one-year high in VA benefits for
disabled veterans, with $18.8 billion.
Claims related to the PACT Act account
for a $4 billion increase in benefits

Aug. 10, 2022:

Oct. 1, 2023:

between 2020 and 2023
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January 2026

Calendar, Menu, & Happenings
American Legion Braxton-Perkins Post 25 — 7609 Marshall Avenue, Newport News, VA 23605 — 757-245- 4532

Sunday

B E THE
ONE

Post Closed

11

Post Closed

18

Post Closed

25

Post Closed

Monday

5

Cornhole: 6pm

Line Dancing Classes —
6pm

VVM Meeting: 6:30pm
Dinner: Burger Night

12

Cornhole: 6pm
Dinner: Burger Night

19

Cornhole: 6pm
Line Dancing Classes —
6pm

Legion Riders Meeting:

6:30pm
Dinner: Burger Night

26

Cornhole — 6pm

Line Dancing Classes —
6pm

Dinner: Burger Night

Tuesday

Tuesday Trivia — S:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

13

Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
Finance Committee
Meeting — 6:30pm

SAL Meeting: 7pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

20

Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

27

Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

Wednesday

Queen of Hearts: 7pm
Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night

14

Bar Bingo — 6pm
Queen of Hearts: 7pm
Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night

21

40&8 Meeting: 7pm
Queen of Hearts: 7pm
Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night

28

Vietnam Veterans of
America Chapter 443
Meeting: 11:15am
Queen of Hearts: 7pm
Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night

Thursday

Dinner: Steak Dinner

8

E-Board Meeting: 6:30pm
Dinner: Steak Dinner

15

Day on the Hill — 8am
Legion General
Membership Meeting: 7pm
Auxiliary Meeting: 7pm
Dinner: Steak Dinner

22

Dinner: Steak Dinner

29

Dinner: Steak Dinner

Friday

Dinner: Fish
9

Dinner: Fish
16

Dinner: Fish
23

International Potluck — 5-
8pm — Bring a dish.
Dinner: International
Potluck

30

Dinner: Fish

Saturday
3

KJ Ray: 7pm
Shuffleboard: 7pm

10

Shuffleboard — 7pm

Finance Officer’s 53" Birthday

17

VA BINGO - Hampton VAMC

—10am
Shuffleboard: 7pm

24

District Oratorical Contest —
9am — Post 368
Shuffleboard: 7pm

31

Shuffleboard: 7pm

** Event is open to the Community - Spread the Word / V — Volunteer Opportunity

Upcoming Events

- 2/3 — Four Chaplains Day
- 2/7 — Eastern Region Oratorical Contest — 11am — Post 49 (Smithfield)

- 2/8 — Super Bowl Party — Potluck — Spm — TBD

- 2/10 — Legion College — 8am — 5pm — Post 284 (Colonial Heights)
- 2/14 — Valentines Day Dinner — 6pm
- 2/15 — Daytona 500 Race Party — Potluck — 1pm - TBD

- 2/19 — Presidents Day

- 2/21 — Past Commander’s Dinner — Pot Roast — 7pm

- 2/22 -

3" District Meeting — 2pm — Post 368

- 2/27 —3/1 — Department Conference — Portsmouth, VA

Social Quarters / Kitchen Corner

Our social quarters hours Monday - Tuesday 3PM-10PM, Wednesday

11AM-10PM, Thursday 3PM-10PM, Friday - Saturday 3PM-12AM and
Sunday we are closed. Nightly Dinner specials listed above will be served
from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The regular kitchen menu is available when
open until 8pm. If you have any special requests, please let us know!
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Preamble to the Constitution
Of the American Legion

For God and Country
We associate ourselves together for the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; To maintain law and order; To foster and perpetuate a
one hundred percent Americanism; To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars; To inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;
To make right the Master of Might; To promote peace and good will on earth; To safeguard and transmit to posterity the
principles of justice, freedom and democracy; To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual

helpfulness

This newsletter is produced for and by the members of Braxton-Perkins Post No. 25, The American Legion, Inc., Department
of Virginia, and Chartered August 25, 1919.

POST 25 OFFICERS

Commander:

1+ Vice Commander:
2~ Vice Commander:
Adjutant:

Finance Officer:
Sgt-at-Arms:

Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:

Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:

Historian:
Service Officer:
Chaplain:

Judge Advocate:
IPPC:

Chester Snody
Jim Lostetter
Greg Goba
Akoshua Geathers
Archie Scott
Kevin Buchanan
Walter Deal
William Delesus
Saunders Moon

Steve “Sully” Sullivan
Anthony Peterson
Carol Robinson
Everett Sloan

Patrick Veloso
VACANT

Chris Garcia

Jim Lostetter

Carol Robinson
Archie Scott

AUXILIARY UNIT 25 OFFICERS

President:

1= Vice President:
2 Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Sgt at Arms:
Chaplain:
Historian:
Parliamentarian:

Deborah Snody
Bethann Mahoney
Mary Deal

Renee Buchanan
Shelly Veloso
VACANT

Janie Burkhart
Bethann Mahoney
Kim Williams

SONS SQUADRON 25 OFFICERS

Commander:

1+ Vice Commander:

2~ Vice Commander:
Sgt-at-Arms:
Adjutant/Finance Officer:
Historian:

Chaplain:

IPSC:

James Lostetter
Stephen Hudak
Anthony Peterson
Kevin Buchanan
Archie Scott
VACANT

Kevin Buchanan
Paul Bartz

LEGION RIDERS CHAPTER 25 OFFICERS

Director:

Asst. Director:
Adjutant:
Finance Officer:
Sgt-at-Arms:
Chaplin:

Road Captain:
Safety Officer:

James Lostetter
Eilene Dewitt
Renee Buchanan
Kevin Dewitt
Perry McDaniel
Kevin Buchanan
Heiko Pinero
Mike Nugent

40 & 8 VOITURE 976 OFFICERS

Chef de Gare (Commander):

Chef de Tran (Vice Commander):

Aumonier (Chaplain):

Paul Bartz
William Strickland
James Lostetter

Conducter (MC Master of Ceremonies): James Lostetter

Correspondant (Secretary/Adjutant):

Garde de la Porte (Sgt at Arms):

Archie Scott
James Lostetter



