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Commander’s Call
What a great quarter we just completed. With your help we
accomplished some great things.

We started off with the Children’s Easter party and egg
hunt. We had 59 children and more than 3000 eggs.

We once again wowed the Old Dominion Honor Flight.
Thanks to everyone that had a hand in the preparation and
serving of the breakfast. The Riders continue to impress
the Veterans with their escort to Quantico and the Marine
Corps Museum. The organizers and the Honor Flight
Board are so impressed with our organization and effort
we put into the breakfast they have asked for us to host the
next two missions on October 17, 2026, and April 17,
2027.

Unfortunately, the weather didn’t cooperate for the
Memorial Day events. We were only able to place flags at
Peninsula Memorial Cemetery as no one showed at
Parklawn Cemetery. We also had to move the Ceremony
from the Victory Arch to Aaron Hall. The picnic that
followed was well attended.

I hope you have had an opportunity to see the change in
Narron Hall. Greg Goba, Paul Bartz, Steve Sullivan, Hank
Golding and others put a lot of sweat equity into
transforming and upgrading the appearance of the room.
They worked against a hard deadline and completed 99%
of the tasks in time to have a formal dedication of the
room to honor Ray Narron.

D¢'¢ the Price You Paid to be Eligidle

We are still looking for someone to take over the editing
and publishing the newsletter. If you are interested let
Commander Jim Lostetter or Archie Scott know.

Congratulations to your new Officers for the upcoming
year. Please give them all your help and support. I'm sure
they will do well if you get behind them.

Thank you for your support over the last year. Through the
ups and downs, your help, encouragement, and patience
have made a meaningful difference. I appreciate the time
you have taken to recognize our strengths, help us work
through our weaknesses, and challenge us to keep
growing.

This past year has brought both challenges and
accomplishments, and I am grateful for the role you have
played in helping me navigate each of them. Your support
has helped me lead with confidence, learn from difficult
moments, and celebrate progress along the way.

I truly value the encouragement, feedback, and trust you
have shown me. Thank you again for being part of our
growth and success over the last year.

I want to give a special shoutout to the Officers I had the
privilege to serve the past year with. 1% Vice Jim Lostetter,
2" Vice Greg Goba, Finance Officer Archie Scott, Sgt at
Arms Kevin Buchanan and especially Adjutant Akoshua
Geathers. I would like to also recognize the Executive
Committee members, Steve Sullivan, Walter Deal,
William DeJesus, Saunders Moon, Anthony Peterson, and
Everett Sloan and Duncan.



I began my journey in a leadership role as a member of the
Executive Committee in 2014. I had some great mentors.
Board members Ken Franks, Charles Kaprowski, Adjutant
Ben Wiegle, Finance Officer Roger Pittman, Commanders
Fred Whitesell and Will Chan who have passed on. Past
Commanders Nate Storment, Sean Devlin, Paul Bartz and
Rob Simmons, and our IPPC Archie Scott.

I have some great memories filling a leadership role for
you. I also have some nightmares. As I step back, just
remember [ am not stepping out. Debbie and I will still be
around.

Again, Thank you.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Commander

Incoming Commander’s Input
As I step up from First Vice Commander to serve as
your new Post Commander, I recognize that I have
some big shoes to follow. I am grateful for the
leadership, dedication, and accomplishments of
those who have served before me and helped make
our post what it is today.

While I understand the responsibility that comes
with this position, I am excited for the opportunity
to continue building on the strong foundation that
has been established. Together, with the support of
our officers, members, and volunteers, we will
continue our mission of serving veterans, supporting
our community, and strengthening our post.

I look forward to working alongside each of you as
we embrace new opportunities, face challenges
together, and continue making a positive impact.
Thank you for your confidence and support as we
begin this new chapter.

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Incoming Commander

1** Vice Commander Report
2027 Membership Renewal Season Opens July 1!
Legionnaires, be on the lookout! If you are a
traditional annual dues-paying member, you will begin
receiving your 2027 American Legion membership
renewal notice in early July.
We encourage you to renew as soon as you receive
your notice.
Early renewals help Braxton-Perkins Post 25 spend
less time tracking membership and more time focused

on what matters most—serving veterans, supporting
our community, mentoring youth, promoting
Americanism, and strengthening our Legion Family.

A quick reminder:
e Post Fiscal Year:** July 1 — June 30
e American Legion Membership Year:**
January 1 — December 31

Please help us keep our records up to date!
When renewing online or by mail, let us know if any
of the following information has changed:
e Mailing Address
o Email Address
e Phone Number
e Date of Birth
We would also appreciate updates on:
° Branch of Service
e  Wartime Service Era (WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Lebanon/Grenada, Panama, Gulf War,
GWOT, or Other)
Accurate member information helps us communicate
better, recognize member milestones, improve our
programs, and ensure we are serving our Legion
Family effectively.

Thank you for your continued membership and
commitment to Braxton-Perkins American Legion
Post 25.

Online only: 3 Year Membership is available

Membership Standings as of June 25, 2026
New Members: 23 PUFL: 64 Renewals: 237
Total Membership: 328 Goal: 345
Post 25 Current Membership: 95.07%
Membership Target: 100% by May 6, 2026

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
1%t Vice Commander

2" Vice Commander Report
Good day Post 25 family and friends!

This will be my last post as your 2™ Vice Commander. It
has been a privilege serving you for the past two years. |
have learned a lot about the legion during this time and I
am proud of all that we have accomplished as a team. As
the saying goes, “it takes a village”. This could not be truer
when it comes to holding events at the post. These events,
from holiday parties, to Early Bird Dinners, to Honor
Flight Breakfasts to Children’s Christmas Parties for 30
children take so many volunteers and we never could have
pulled these off without the support of our club staff and
so many of our dedicated volunteers. So, to all of you |



offer a heartfelt thank you. I’ll see you all around the post.

Upcoming Events:

e 7/4: July 4" cookout. Open to the public 12-3pm.
SAL turkey shoot

e 7/3 and 7/17-Karaoke

e 7/18: 31 District Children’s Event at post 25 from
12-4pm. Each post will sponsor an activity/game.

e 8/7 and 8/21-Karaoke
8/15: Band from 4-8pm in Aaron Hall (public
event)

e 9/7: Labor Day cookout. Open to the public 12-
3pm

e 9/4 and 9/18-Karaoke

For God and Country,
Gregory Goba
2nd Vice Commander

Finance Officer
Welcome to the dog days of summer everybody! The audit
committee completed their audit and there were no major
issues. There were a couple of small bookkeeping issues to
fix, but overall, a successful audit. We need to form a
budget committee to set the posts budget for the Legion
Year, so if you are interested in this process, let the
commander know.

We have had a rough last 4 weeks of the quarter in
gaming. You all have been winning more than you have
been spending, but I know that it will turn around. Please
keep playing! We made all approved donations for the 2
quarter of 2026. Thank you to all who offer up worthwhile
causes to donate to.

We just had an update to our electronic gaming machines
to “1 Arrow”. This update has taken some of the usual
games away, but [ have been assured that some of them
will be returning once Arrow Gaming receives state
approval due to those games being on a new platform. This
update also made some changes that makes my life a little
easier. Those changes include doing away with the login
requirement to open the Powerhouse machines and only
having one kiosk. Within the next week or so, the kiosk
will switch from the Arrow kiosk to the Powerhouse kiosk.
Thank you all for your continued play on the machines and
your efforts to support our post through the gaming
activities.

A few notes and things to consider:

1) The Dollar-a-Week book & Quarter-a-Day books
are still happening. If you come into the post, you
can sign both books. The Quarter-a-Day is located
by the paper tab machines. The Dollar-a-Week
book is located behind the bar, so ask for it from
the bartender. The Dollar-a-Week pot is currently

at $370.

2) Queen of Hearts is continuing to go strong and the
pot is up to $1,327! You can’t win if you don’t
play!

3) The General Membership Meeting Bean Book
drawing has two pots currently. The first post is
$999 and the second is $126. To participate, you
must attend the General Membership Meeting held
on the 3™ Thursday of each month at 7pm and you
must be a Legionnaire. You can’t win if you don’t
attend the meeting.

4) Paper tabs & electronic tab machines are available
for play for members and their signed in guests.
Your guests must play electronic games with the
members’ money. Please keep this in mind when
you have a guest playing the machines.

I look forward to seeing you all around the post!
For God and Country,

Archie Scott
Finance Officer

Post Adjutant
Membership — Membership — Membership!

You may renew any of the following ways:

e Online — via https://www.members.legion.org/
you will need to have your Legion ID Number and
can eliminate paper renewal notices by setting
your account to have your notices delivered via
email.

e Mail — You can send it to the Post: American
Legion — Attn: Adjutant 7609 Marshal Avenue
Newport News, VA 23605

e In-person - You can renew with the Bartender at
the Post. She will give you a receipt. If I am in the
office, I can give you your new card in about 10
minutes.

Important Information
e Dues can be taken at the Bar with Cash or Check.
The Adjutant and 1*' Vice Commander will assist
with Online dues. Please set up a time for us to
meet and set up your account if needed.
e We have the 2027 membership cards on hand and
are ready to issue them once your dues are paid.

If you would like help creating your My Legion account,
paying your dues online, or updating your personal
information, I am happy to help! I can also help you print
your card here on-site. Contact me at
adjutant@valegion25.org and I will make sure your
account is up-to-date and ready to go.

For God and Country,



Akoshua Geathers
Adjutant
adjutant@valegion25.org
From the Post Historian
The position of Post Historian is vacant, if anyone is
interested, please reach out to the commander for more
information.

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Commander

Post Service Officer
Right now, Congress is trying to past the Take Care of
America’s Veterans Act (TCAVA) a law that would
completely reshape the VA. Included in it the Major
Richard Star Act that would allow combat wounded
veterans with less than 20 years’ service to receive both
Disability and medical retirement pay.

However, the TCAVA pays for that generosity by
offsetting the cost of the Major Richard Star Act by cutting
disability for other veterans — in particular eliminating
Tinnitus and Sleep Apnea as compensable disabilities.
Never have Veterans Services been proposed to be funded
by cutting veterans benefits for other veterans.

Also tucked into TCAVA are provisions privatizing the
VA, creating a framework to lay off more VA Staff and
imposing a corporate management inspired model for VA
medical care.

All but one major VSO is opposed to TCAVA.
It is important that every Veteran calls their Representative

and Senators and urge them to scrap TCAVA and support
a Clean, standalone Major Starr Act

Hours: 32 Miles: 45 Calls: 35
Text messages: 72 Emails: 4 Claims: 5
Reviews: 0 Consults: 0  Appeals: 4

No Call/No Show: 4 Cancellations: 0

For God and Country,
Chris Garcia
Post Service Officer

Scholarship Committee
All activity for the 2025 — 2026 school year for the Post 25
College Tuition Assistance Scholarships Program was
successfully completed with the award ceremony on June
18™2026. This was our 8" year of offering and awarding
College Tuition Assistance Nursing, Scholastic, General
and JROTC Scholarships. Through the completion of the
2025 — 2026 school year we have awarded $51,350.00 in
College Tuition Assistance Scholarships.

2025 — 2026 scholarship winners:
e Trent Moerdyk from Heritage (Scholastic: $2,000)
e Carl Carpenter from Warwick (General: $1,500)
e Cecilia Sherman from Menchville (General $1,500
and JROTC $750)

e Dewayne Bass Jr. from Menchville (General
$1,500.00)

JROTC Activity:

This spring all three Braxton-Perkins Post 25 sponsored
high schools with a JROTC program, Heritage;
Menchville; and Warwick, participated and competed in
the Dept of Virginia JROTC Drill Team competition held
Gloucester High Schools. All came away with some type
of award. In May JROTC Military and Scholastic
Excellence Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals, Ribbons and
Certificates were presented to deserving students at
Heritage, Menchville and Warwick high schools.

I invite and request all Post members (Legion, Auxiliary,
& Sons) to continue assist in the advertisement of our
available nursing, scholastic, general and JROTC college
tuition assistance scholarships,

All members of the Post, Sons & Auxiliary, who are
interested in supporting and getting involved in our
Scholarship Committee and JROTC activity

please call me at (757) 846-4563 for any questions or
additional information.

For God and Country,
Randy Duvall
Chairman, Scholarship Committee

Judge Advocate Report
The position of Judge Advocate is vacant, if anyone is
interested, please reach out to the commander for more
information.

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Post Commander

Chaplain’s Corner
American Legion Family Post 25

July through September

As we move through the summer months and into early
fall, we are reminded of the many blessings we enjoy as
Americans and the sacrifices that have preserved our
freedoms.

July brings Independence Day, a time to celebrate our
nation's birth and to remember the courage, dedication,



and faith of those who established and defended our
liberty. Let us honor all veterans, active-duty service
members, and their families who continue that legacy of
service.

August often provides an opportunity for rest, fellowship,
and reflection. As members of The American Legion, we
are called not only to serve our communities but also to
support one another. A simple phone call, visit, or kind
word can make a significant difference in the life of a
fellow veteran who may be facing challenges. Please
remember to reach out to our comrades, especially those
who are homebound, ill, or experiencing difficult times.

September is a month of remembrance. We observe Patriot
Day on September 11, honoring the lives lost and the
heroes who responded during one of our nation's darkest
days. We also recognize POW/MIA Recognition Day,
remembering those who were prisoners of war, those who
remain missing, and the families who continue to await
answers. Their sacrifice and service must never be
forgotten.

As we gather for Legion meetings and community events,
let us continue to uphold the values of service, patriotism,
and compassion. May we seek opportunities to strengthen
our post, support our veterans, mentor our youth, and serve
our communities with pride and dedication.

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers all veterans,
active military personnel, first responders, and their
families. May they find strength, comfort, and peace in the
days ahead.

"God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot
change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to
know the difference."

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Chaplain

General Membership Meeting drawing
April 16, 2026:
50/50 winner was Everett Sloan, who won $37. Bean
book draw was Louis Woods (Not Present) for the $999
Jackpot & Jeffery Webster (No Present) for the $30
jackpot.

May 21, 2026:
50/50 winner was Perry McDaniel, who won $43. Bean
book draw was Michael Shaffer (Not Present) for the
$999 Jackpot & James Wilson (Not Present for the $67
jackpot.

June 16, 2026:

50/50 winner was Randy Duvall, who won $27.00.
Bean book draw was Joseph Menuchak (Not Present)
for the $999 Jackpot & Oliver Atkins, Jr. (Not Present
for the $99 jackpot.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Birthday greetings are extended to our members who have
a birthday in July - September 2026. Don’t forget to take
advantage of the 25% birthday discount. This discount
must be mentioned, and it must be your birthday unless the
post isn’t open on your birthday, then it can be the next
day.

Happy Birthday and wishing you many more!

BINGO at VAMC
We held the following VA Bingo event:

April 18%:

We had 22 veterans participate. We gave out $119 in
Patriot bucks. The following members helped put this
event on:

Saunders Moon

Everett Sloan & Duncan

Jack Root

May 16

We had 34 veterans participate. We gave out $140 in
Patriot bucks. The following members helped put this
event on:

Chester Snody

Everett Sloan & Duncan

Deborah Snody

June 20"

We had 31 veterans participate. We gave out $193 in
Patriot bucks. The following members helped put this
event on:

Saunders Moon

Our next VA BINGO events are slated for July 18, August
15, & September 19, 2026 at 10am. This is a great

program and a lot of fun, All Legion Family Member’s are
encouraged to com out and support this Four Pillars event.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Bingo Chairman




American Legion Auxiliary Report
Happy July.

I want to thank everyone who helped me while I was
President of Auxiliary, Unit 25.

Thank you to all of you who helped make the Post events
successful. The Children’s Easter party, Old Dominion
Honor Flight and the Memorial Day Ceremony and picnic.

Congratulations and good luck to the new Officers. Please
support them like you did for me.

Looking forward to our next meeting on July 23, 2026.
Hope to see everyone there.

For God and Country,
Deborah Snody
President

Sons of The American Legion Report
Next SAL Meeting: July 14" @ 6 pm

As my term as Squadron Commander comes to a close, |
want to express my sincere gratitude to all the members of
our Sons of the American Legion Squadron for your
support, dedication, and commitment throughout the past
year. Together, we have continued to uphold the values of
service, patriotism, and support for our veterans, military
personnel, and community.

Serving as your Commander has been both an honor and a
privilege. I am proud of what we have accomplished and
thankful for the friendships and teamwork that make our
Squadron strong.

As we begin a new year, I am pleased to welcome Kevin
Buchannan as our new Squadron Commander. Kevin
brings enthusiasm, leadership, and a strong commitment to
the mission of the Sons of the American Legion. I
encourage all members to support him as he leads our
Squadron forward.

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve. I look
forward to remaining active in our programs and
continuing to work alongside all of you in support of
Braxton Perkins Post 25 and the American Legion Family.

Membership Standings
2026 Squadron 25 Membership: 89.47%
2026 Membership Goal: 76
Current Membership: 68
2026 Target Date: 105% by July 29, 2026

For God and Country,
James Lostetter

Squadron Commander

American Legion Riders Report
First off, a massive thank you to everyone who has been
showing up for our summer rides, escorts, and Post events.
July through September is historically our busiest riding
quarter, and this year is no exception. As we hit the asphalt
under the summer sun, let’s keep safety at the forefront of
every formation. Hydrate early, watch out for heat
exhaustion, and ensure your bikes are T-CLOCS inspected
before we kick stands up.

We have some crucial missions over the next three
months—including supporting the National Legacy Run—
so let’s keep our participation high and represent our Post
with pride.

The Quarterly Outlook
July: Celebrating Freedom & Freedom Runs

e Independence Day Parades & Escorts: We
kicked off July strong representing the Legion
Family. Thank you to everyone who rode in our
local parades and showed the community what the
Riders are all about.

o Beat the Heat Safety: With temperatures peaking,
remember that hydration starts the night before a
ride. Keep water or electrolytes handy on your
bikes.

e Keep Logging Those Miles: A reminder to keep
tracking your mileage in your Chapter logs. Every
mile we ride on mission counts toward our end-of-
year impact reports!

August: The Legacy Run & Riding with Purpose

e The American Legion Legacy Run: August
brings the National Legacy Run, raising critical
funds for the Veterans & Children Foundation
(VCF). Whether you are riding a leg of the
national route or supporting our local state Legacy
Run, your support steps in for military families
facing unexpected hardships.

e Harley-Davidson® Let’s Ride Challenge: Don't
forget to keep logging your miles for the Let's
Ride Challenge - Ride for Heroes. Not only are we
tracking our collective impact, but participating
riders have a chance to earn awards and even win
a new motorcycle through October 31st!

September: Honor, Remembrance, and Fall Transition
e 9/11 Memorial Rides: We will be participating in
local Patriot Day events and memorial escorts to
honor the fallen and first responders. Let's ensure
a strong turnout.
¢  POW/MIA Recognition Day: Look out for
details on our upcoming stand-down or plaque



ceremony as we remember those who never made
it home.

e Preparing for Fall: As the quarter wraps up,
we’ll start seeing school buses back on the roads
and changing weather. Stay sharp out there.

Upcoming Riders Meetings:
e July 20: 6:30 pm
e August17: 6:30 pm
e September 21: 6:30 pm

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Director

Club Manager’s Corner
Members, these past three months has been great getting to
know you all. I truly enjoy being your club manager. From
all of the suggestions given, hugs, and kind words on how
I have been as your manager have been encouraging as
well as motivating in doing better things for Post 25.

I’'m looking forward to the months ahead to continue to
thrive in helping our post be an enjoyable, fun, & relaxing
place. Thank you to all that have volunteered your time,
energy and laughs with us. I look forward to more events
and opportunities to get to know even more of our
members.

Have a safe summer, come out and continue to help our
Social Quarters grow.

Looking forward to seeing you all more.

For God and Country,
Renee Buchanan
Club Manager
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Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Colonial Chapter
433 meets at American Legion Post 25 Newport News.
Current officers are:

*  President — Donald Forshey

*  Vice President — John Howard

e Secretary/Treasurer — Larry Gerber

The VVA is one of America’s most respected veterans’
organizations and sole organization devoted exclusively to

issues related to Vietnam-Era veterans and their families.
Every member of VVA is a life member. All veterans who
served honorably from November 1, 1955, to May 7, 1975,
or any duty location between August 5, 1964, and May 7,
1975, can join with payment of $50.00 and become a life
member. The VVA Chapter 433 meets six times a year on
the last Wednesday of the following months; at American
Legion post 25:

26 August 2026-11:15 am — Post 25

28 October 2026-11:15 am — Post 25

27 January 2027-11:15 am — Post 25

31 March 2027-11:15 am — Post 25

28 April 2027 -11:15 am — Post 25 (Elections)
30 June 2027-11:15 am — Post 25

25 August 2027-11:15 am — Post 25

27 October 2027-11:15 am — Post 25

For God and Country,
Larry Gerber
Secretary/Treasurer
VVA Colonial Chapter 433

Virginia Veterans Memorials (VVM)

Efforts to install a Virginia Iraq Veterans Memorial in
Huntington Park are slowly making progress. We are now
in Phase III of the design effort and we recently executed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Newport
News. We continue to pursue all forms of fund-raising
activity. Most recently a Resolution Request was
submitted to Department of Virginia for possible vetting at
the Department Convention. Department recently gave
approval for the VVM to have an Information and
Dissemination at the Department Convention in
Midlothian. I encourage and ask for your support. For
detailed information please see our website at
https://virginiaveteransmemorials.org

For God and Country,
Randy Duvall
Virginia Veterans Memorials President

Cornhole Results
Cornhole is played every Monday with sign-ups
starting at 5:30pm in the Social Quarters and the bags fly
at 6pm. The cost is $5.00 per person, and 1 & 2" place
teams receive winnings. Please see Hank Golding if you
have any questions.

2" PLACE
Hank Golding
Luke Bondurant

DATE 1 PLACE
April 6 Tom Byrd
Isaac Bondurant

John McGowan
Isaac Bondurant

Travis Creech
Luke Bondurant



April 13

April 20

April 27

May 4

May 11

May 18

May 25

June 1

June 8

June 15

I did my first newsletter as editor back on November 2019.

Hank Golding
Travis Creech

Hank Golding
Luke Bondurant

Travis Creech

Singles Tournament

Travis Creech
Luke Bondurant

Tom Byrd
Luke Bondurant
Tom Byrd
Luke Bondurant

John McGowan
Isaac Bondurant
Luke Bondurant
Isaac Bondurant

Hank Golding
Luke Bondurant
Luke Bondurant
Walker

John McGowan
Isaac Bondurant
Luke Bondurant
Walker

Tyler Davis
Luke Bondurant
John McGowan
Travis Creech

John McGowan
Tom Byrd

Isaac Bondurant
Luke Bondurant

John McGowan
Isaac Bondurant
John McGowan
Trent Bondurant

John McGowan
John LePaugh

Travis Creech
A. Geathers

John McGowan

Hank Golding
John McGowan

John McGowan
Trent Bondurant
Isaac Bondurant
Connor Bosworth

Trent Bondurant
Luke Bondurant
John McGowan
Eric Compton

Isaac Bondurant
Logan Landers
John McGowan
Tom Byrd

Hank Golding
Luke Bondurant
Hank Golding
Isaac Bondurant

Hank Golding
Isaac Bondurant
Tom Byrd
Charlie Butler

Travis Creech
Tyler Davis
Tyler Davis
Tom Byrd

Hank Golding
Luke Bondurant
Hank Golding
Travis Creech

Tom Byrd John McGowan
Singles Tournament
A Note from the Editor

I am telling you all that to say that [ have been the editor
of the newsletter for almost 6.5 years now. With the
exception of a 6-month break that I got at the end of 2024,
I have been the constant. While I enjoy pulling the

newsletter together every month, it is one more thing on a
plate overflowing with things that I am doing.

As such, I have informed the Executive Board that July
will be the last newsletter that I do. If you are interested in
taking on the position of Newsletter Editor, please let me
know. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve our
post in this position.

For God and Country,
Archie Scott
Newsletter Editor

Did you know?
The American Legion Cap, facilities, and political
donations:
(Article II, Section 2, Constitution of the American
Legion) The American Legion shall be absolutely
nonpolitical and shall not be used for the
dissemination of partisan principles nor for the
promotion of the candidacy of any person seeking
public office or preferment. The American Legion as
an organization is prohibited from contributing,
helping or endorsing a candidate. However, an
individual — as a private citizen and not representing
the organization — can employ whatever legal and
ethical means to advance his or her candidate. The
Legion cap is considered the official Legion uniform.
It is not the decision of an individual decision on the
appropriate usage of the cap and emblem. If attending
a political event, the American Legion cap, or any
clothing with the emblem visible. Should be removed
so as not to imply endorsement by the American
Legion. When using post facilities to host candidates,
the post should remove the emblem and American
Legion flag to avoid any impression of endorsements.
Candidates for all parties must be presented equal
opportunity at the same time to use the facilities on
the same terms and conditions as other competing
candidates.

If you need more understanding of the above, please
refer to the 2019 Officers Guide and Manual of
Ceremonies (page 4).

A Legionnaire is considered to be in uniform if
wearing the American Legion cap, therefore it is

not proper to wear a Legion cap while eating a meal
at an official Legion function, civic luncheon or
dinner. The left side (emblem side) of the Legion cap
cannot contain other than the official American
Legion emblem, and lettering as set forth in the above
Manual (page 40-41).



Female Legionnaires should wear their caps in the
same manner as when they were in the armed forces.
By American Legion tradition, a female Legionnaire

may leave her cap on during the Pledge of Allegiance,

the national anthem, prayer and meals.

So, with that said, some of our Legionnaires should
take a good look at their caps!

Consecutive membership insignia, membership stars
and/or decorations (authorized American Legion or
military services) must be attached to the right side of
cap. Fraternal or civil organization insignia cannot be
used on American Legion Caps.

Legionnaires of VIRGINIA are required to have the
“cardinal emblem” embroidered on the front of their
caps.

The Pledge of Allegiance:

How many of you remember the comedian “Red
Skelton”? I remember being told by my grandparents,
“sit down and shut up, that’s Red Skelton on
television. Listen to him, his jokes are clean and they

'77

make sense!

There was one program, where he said he quit school
in the seventh grade, but had a conversation with one
of his teachers. That conversation was all about the
Pledge of Allegiance. It was basically an explanation
of everything in the Pledge. At that time, Hawaii and
Alaska were not included in statehood as of yet.

I thought everyone would appreciate the following:

I = me, an individual, a committee of one.

Pledge = Pledge dedicate all my worldly goods to
give without self-pity.

Allegiance = Allegiance my love and devotion.

To the flag = To the flag our standard, Old Glory, a
symbol of freedom. Where she waves, there is
respect because your loyalty has given her a dignity
that shouts freedom is everybody’s job.

Of the United = that means we have all come
together.

States = individual communities that have united into
50 great states. Fifty individual communities with
pride and dignity and purpose, all divided with
imaginary boundaries, yet united to common purpose,
and that’s for love of country.

And to the republic = republic is a state in which
sovereign power is invested in representatives chosen
by the people to govern. And government is the
people and it’s from the people to the leaders, not
from the leaders to the people.

For which it stands, one nation under God = The
nation, meaning “so blessed by God”

Indivisible = incapable of being divided.

With liberty = which is freedom and the right of
power to live one’s own life without threats or fears
of some sort of retaliation.

And Justice = the principle or quality of dealing
fairly with others.

For all = which means, ladies and gentlemen, it’s as
much your country as it is mine.

For those of you who want to hear it in Red Skelton’s

voice, go search google, “Red Skelton
pledge of allegiance”.

FAMW




July 2026

Calendar, Menu, & Happenings
American Legion Braxton-Perkins Post 25 — 7609 Marshall Avenue, Newport News, VA 23605 — 757-245-453

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
THE ]
B — SAL Kitchen Night Hilton Village 4" of July
0 N E Canasta — 3-5pm Parade — 10am
Queen of Hearts: 7pm KJ Ray: 7pm 4™ of July Picnic — 12pm —
Dinner: Shrimp Night Dinner: Steak Dinner Dinner: Fish 3pm Shuffleboard: 7pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Event Planning Committee Riders Kitchen Night
POSt Meeting — 5:30pm Canasta — 3-5pm
E-Board Meeting: 6:30pm KJ Andree — 7-11pm
Shuffleboard Bowling — Dinner: Steak Dinner Dinner: Fish Shuffleboard — 7pm
C lO S ed Cornhole: 6pm 7pm Queen of Hearts: 7pm Department Convention — Department Convention — Department Convention —
Dinner: Burger Night Dinner: Taco Tuesday Dinner: Shrimp Night Midlothian, VA Midlothian, VA Midlothian, VA
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
VA BINGO - Hampton
PO St Shuffleboard Bowling — Legion Kitchen Night VAMC - 10am
7pm 40&8 Meeting: 7pm Legion General Canasta — 3-5pm 3 District Children’s
Cornhole: 6pm SAL Meeting: 6pm Queen of Hearts: 7pm Membership Meeting: 7pm | Dinner: Fish Festival — 12pm — 4pm
C lO S ed Dinner: Burger Night Dinner: Taco Tuesday Dinner: Shrimp Night Dinner: Steak Dinner Shuffleboard: 7pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Auxiliary Kitchen Night Marine Corps League Will
POSt Cornhole: 6pm Arrow Rewards Event — Canasta — 3-5pm Chan Memorial Event —
Legion Riders Meeting: Shuffleboard Bowling — 6pm — 8pm Band: Nine Etta Rays Band | 12pm
6:30pm Tpm Queen of Hearts: 7pm Auxiliary Meeting: 7pm —7pm Shuffleboard: 7pm
C lO S ed Dinner: Burger Night Dinner: Taco Tuesday Dinner: Shrimp Night Dinner: Steak Dinner Dinner: Fish National Hire a Veteran Day
26 27 28 29 30 31
PO St Cornhole: 6pm
Dinner: Burger Night Shuffleboard Bowling — SAL Kitchen Night
Korean War Veterans 7pm Queen of Hearts: 7pm Canasta — 3-5pm
Closed Armistice Day Dinner: Taco Tuesday Dinner: Shrimp Night Dinner: Steak Dinner Dinner: Fish
Upcoming Events Social Quarters / Kitchen Corner
** Event is open to the Community - Spread the Word / V — Volunteer Opportunity Our social quarters hours Monday - Thursday 1 lam-IOpm, Friday 11am-
* 8/15—Band - Jerry Lee Scott Band — 4pm — 8pm 12am, & Saturday 11am-12am and Sunday we are closed. Nightly Dinner
* 823-27 - American Legion Legacy Run ' specials listed above will be served from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The regular
e 8/28-93 — American Legion 105th National Convention Kitch . ilabl h til 8 If h ial
e 9/2— Auxiliary Unit 25 106th Char Day 1ticheén menu 1S available wnen open until spm. 1T you have any Specia
e 9/7— Labor Day Picnic (V) requests, please let us know!
e 9/15 — SAL Birthday
® 9/16 — American Legion Day
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Dated Material
Deliver by the 1* of the Month.

Preamble to the Constitution
Of the American Legion

For God and Country
We associate ourselves together for the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; To maintain law and order; To foster and perpetuate a
one hundred percent Americanism; To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars; To inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;
To make right the Master of Might; To promote peace and good will on earth; To safeguard and transmit to posterity the
principles of justice, freedom and democracy; To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual
helpfulness

This newsletter is produced for and by the members of Braxton-Perkins Post No. 25, The American Legion, Inc., Department
of Virginia, and Chartered August 25, 1919.

POST 25 OFFICERS SONS SQUADRON 25 OFFICERS

Commander:

1+ Vice Commander:
2~ Vice Commander:
Adjutant:

Finance Officer:
Sgt-at-Arms:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Historian:

Service Officer:
Chaplain:

Judge Advocate:
IPPC:

James Lostetter
Akoshua Geathers
VACANT

Kevin Buchanan
Archie Scott
Hideko Pinero
Walter Deal
William DelJesus
Saunders Moon

Steve “Sully” Sullivan
Anthony Peterson
Daniel Hunter

Everett Sloan

Chris Garcia
VACANT

Chris Garcia

Jim Lostetter
VACANT

Chester Snody

AUXILIARY UNIT 25 OFFICERS

President:

1+ Vice President:
2+ Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Sgt at Arms:
Chaplain:
Historian:
Parliamentarian:

Michelle Veloso
Akoshua Geathers
VACANT

Renee Buchanan
Deborah Snody
Charlene McDaniel
Janie Burkhart
Lilly Goba

Mary Deal

Commander:

1+ Vice Commander:

2+ Vice Commander:
Sgt-at-Arms:
Adjutant/Finance Officer:
Historian:

Chaplain:

IPSC:

Kevin Buchanan
Stephen Hudak
Anthony Peterson
Henry Golding
Archie Scott
VACANT

Kevin Buchanan
James Lostetter

LEGION RIDERS CHAPTER 25 OFFICERS

Director:

Asst. Director:
Adjutant:
Finance Officer:
Sgt-at-Arms:
Chaplin:

Road Captain:
Safety Officer:

James Lostetter
Eilene Dewitt
Renee Buchanan
Kevin Dewitt
Perry McDaniel
Kevin Buchanan
Heiko Pinero
Mike Nugent

40 & 8 VOITURE 976 OFFICERS

Chef de Gare (Commander):
Chef de Tran (Vice Commander):

Aumonier (Chaplain):

Paul Bartz
Joe Adair
James Lostetter

Conducter (MC Master of Ceremonies): James Lostetter

Correspondant (Secretary/Adjutant):
Garde de la Porte (Sgt at Arms):

Archie Scott
James Lostetter



