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Commander’s Call
Wow, what a month we had in October. Let me start by
saying “THANK YOU” to everyone involved in the
preparation and execution of Old Dominion Honor Flight
Mission 8. From the room set up, food preparation and
serving, the riders on the escort, and the welcome home.
What a way to highlight our Post.

For those who paid their dues early and qualified for the
“Early Bird” stamp, we had a free dinner. Once again, our
staff knocked it out of the park.

As we near the end of the year, I must ask those who have

not renewed their membership, “WHY ?” Membership tells
Congress, via the size of the American Legion, that we are
serious about veterans’ issues.

I invite, no, urge you to attend our Veterans Day service at
the War Museum. As is custom, we start at 11:00am, on
the 11th day of the 11th month. Why this date and time?
It marks the end of WWI or Armistice with Germany. A
Congressional Act approved May 13, 1938, made
November 11 in each year a legal holiday: "a day to be
dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter
celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day". Congress
amended the bill on June 1, 1954, replacing "Armistice"
with "Veterans," and it has been known as Veterans Day
since. Following the ceremony, we will once again open
our doors to the public for a free cook-out.

Our General Membership meeting this month will be our
annual Museum Night. We start the meeting off and pause
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for dinner. After dinner we will reconvene at the War
Museum to complete the meeting and enjoy the museum.

We will not be open on Thanksgiving day, but will be
doing Thanksgiving dinner on Wednesday from 11lam —
2pm. This is being done due to declining participation and
as an opportunity to give our staff an opportunity to spend
time with their families.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Commander

1st Vice Commander Report
Kick Off the USA 250 Challenge: Celebrating
America’s 250th Birthday!

Let’s lead from the front as we begin our celebration of
America’s 250th birthday — by getting active, giving
back, and strengthening our minds and communities. The
American Legion recently announced: The American
Legion’s year-long celebration of our great nation: the
USA 250 Challenge.

This patriotic initiative encourages all Americans to
celebrate our nation’s 250th birthday by living out The
American Legion’s core values — promoting physical
fitness, engaging in community service, and embracing
mental wellness.

No matter who you are or where you live, there’s a way
for everyone to participate. Together, let’s honor our past,



strengthen our present, and build a brighter future for our
great nation.

Join the USA 250 Challenge — because America’s
milestone birthday deserves a celebration worthy of its
spirit.

The three categories can be completed over the next year,
solo or as part of a team. They are:

e Fitness activities: Participants may choose to
walk, bicycle or cover 250 miles (or hours) any
way they choose. Or they can aim to do 250 hours
of activity like playing pickleball, strength training
or kayaking. An example of a team challenge
would be 10 participants each walking 25 miles.

e  Wellness: Participants complete 250 hours of
wellness activities such as yoga, meditation and
other forms of mindfulness. Other options include
tallying 250 participants in Be the One training,
completing 250 Buddy Checks, etc. American
Legion Riders chapters (or individuals) could
create an event where they ride at least 250 miles.
Other team events might be an American Legion
post, Auxiliary unit and Sons of The American
Legion squadron conducting 250 Buddy Checks in
their community.

e Community service: Participants achieve 250
hours of community service or reach the 250
threshold of a specific community service project.
Individual or team examples include volunteering
for 250 hours, cleaning up 250 graves in a
veterans cemetery, teaching flag etiquette to 250
students or sending 250 care packages to deployed
troops, or properly disposing of 250 tattered
American flags.

Not only are we embracing physical activity, supporting
mental health and serving our communities, we are giving
back to disabled veterans and military families.

Participants will register for $30 and receive a USA 250
Challenge T-shirt — in your choice of red, white or blue —
with the proceeds going to the Veterans & Children
Foundation.

You can learn more by visiting
legion.org/usa250/challenge, where you can also register
and donate.

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
15 Vice Commander

2"1 Vice Commander Report
Thank you to all the volunteers that made the 10/18 Honor
Flight breakfast and welcome home a truly memorable

event for those in attendance. This continues to be one of
the biggest events that we host during the year. You did a
great job, and your hard work was enjoyed by all the
veterans, guardians, and guests in attendance. You did our
post proud! Well done!

We had a good turnout for our Early Bird dinner, and our
staff did an outstanding job preparing and serving our
meal. Thank you!

e All hands are invited to attend our annual
Veterans’ Day ceremony at 11am on 11/11 at the
War Museum. We will be hosting a cookout that
will be open to the public following the ceremony
and will need more volunteers on Monday, 11/10
to prepare for this event as well as personnel to
cook on the morning of the 11th. Like our Labor
Day picnic, our social quarters will not be
available for alcohol sales until normal business
hours.

e Our November monthly membership meeting will
kick off with dinner and then we will convene our
meeting in Arron Hall. This is expected to be an
abbreviated meeting as we will adjourn the
meeting and then re-convene at the War Museum
for a tour. For those that haven’t been to the
museum before, this is the perfect opportunity to
visit. It is a hidden gem in Newport News.
Members of our post founded the museum over a
hundred years ago and it is part of our history.

e Andree will be performing karaoke on 11/21.
Come on out and let us hear you sing your favorite
songs!

e We will be serving Thanksgiving Dinner on
Wednesday afternoon (11/26) from 11-2. This will
be a change from last year to afford our staff the
opportunity to spend the holiday with their
families. Dinner will be $11. If you plan on
attending, please sign up in the social quarters so
we have a good idea on how many to plan for. We
look forward to celebrating the holiday with you.

For God and Country,
Gregory Goba
2nd Vice Commander

Finance Officer
Just like my predecessors, I continue to work diligently to
maintain the finances of the post. I appreciate everyone’s
continued support. The paperwork to add Queen of Hearts
to our gaming permit has been submitted and we should
hear something by the end of November.

A few notes and things to consider:
1) The Dollar-a-Week book & Quarter-a-Day books
are still happening. If you come into the post, you



can sign both books. The Quarter-a-Day is located
by the paper tab machines. The Dollar-a-Week
book is located behind the bar, so ask for it from
the bartender. The Dollar-a-Week pot is currently
at $256.00. The Quarter-a-Day pot is currently at
$147.06.

2) The General Membership Meeting Bean Book
drawing has two pots currently. The first post is
$999 and the second is $42. To participate, you
must attend the General Membership Meeting held
on the 3™ Thursday of each month at 7pm and you
must be a Legionnaire. You can’t win if you don’t
attend the meeting.

a. Congratulations to Kelly O’Neil for
hitting the $869 Bean Book pot #2!

3) Paper tabs & electronic tab machines are available
for play for members and their signed in guests.
Your guests must play electronic games with the
members’ money. Please keep this in mind when
you have a guest playing the machines.

I look forward to seeing you all around the post!
For God and Country,
Archie Scott
Finance Officer

Post Adjutant
Membership — Membership — Membership!

You may renew any of the following ways:

e Online — via https://www.members.legion.org/
you will need to have your Legion ID Number and
your Last name to renew. Using this feature, you
can eliminate paper renewal notices by setting
your account to have your notices delivered via
email.

e Mail — You can send it to the Post: American
Legion — Attn: Adjutant 7609 Marshal Avenue
Newport News, VA 23605

e In-person - You can renew with the Bartender at
the Post. She will give you a receipt. If I am in the
office, I can give you your new card in about 10
minutes.

Important Information
e Dues can be taken at the Bar with Cash or Check.
The Adjutant and 1% Vice Commander will assist
with Online dues. Please set up a time for us to
meet and set up your account if needed.
e We have the 2026 membership cards on hand and
are ready to issue them once your dues are paid.

If you would like help creating your My Legion account,
paying your dues online, or updating your personal
information, I am happy to help! I can also help you print
your card here on-site. Contact me at

adjutant@valegion25.org and I will make sure your
account is up-to-date and ready to go.

For God and Country,
Akoshua Geathers
Adjutant
adjutant@valegion25.org

From the Post Historian
The position of Post Historian is vacant, if anyone is
interested, please reach out to the commander for more
information.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Commander

Post Service Officer
There is a new 3™ Party C & P contractor for the VA
Evaluations for disability, Loyal Source. My own
experience is that they will call you and tell you the date
and time of the appointment and try to get you to accept
what they want. You do have a right to make an
appointment that you can make. Tell them you have a right
to ask and be given an opportunity to schedule your
appointment. If they won’t get their name and demand to
speak to a supervisor.

Currently my backlog is now into mid-December.

I am currently changing jobs and in my new position |
cannot take calls during working hours. The easiest way is
to text me. If you leave a voicemail, I will get back to you
when I can. I am currently honoring all appointments
currently reserved. The times will be changing most likely
for future appointments based upon my work schedule

Hours: 15 Miles: 51 Calls: 3
Text messages: 54 Emails: 2 Claims: 2
Reviews: 0 Consults: 0  Appeals: 3

No Call/No Show: 1  Cancellations: 0

For God and Country,
Chris Garcia
Post Service Officer

Scholarship Committee
All activity for the 2024 — 2025 school year is complete.
The scholarship committee will reconvene in early March
2026 to brainstorm our marketing & advertising strategy
for our offered Nursing; Scholastic; General and JROTC
college tuition assistance scholarships for the 2025 — 2026
school year.




I invite and request all Post members (Legion, Auxiliary,
& Sons) to continue assisting in the advertising of our
available Nursing, Scholastic, General, and JROTC
college tuition assistance scholarships. Those who are
interested in supporting and getting involved in our
Scholarship Committee efforts, please reach out to me at
(757) 846-4563 for any questions or additional
information.

For God and Country,
Randy Duvall
Chairman, Scholarship Committee

Judge Advocate Report
During a government shutdown, essential VA services like
healthcare, disability payments, and crisis support remain
available, though some non-essential services like career
counseling and certain hotlines may be suspended. You
can contact the VA's main call center at 1-800-MyVA411
or the Veterans Crisis Line by calling or texting 988, then
pressing 1. Financial assistance options may also be
available through your bank or military support
organizations like Operation Homefront.

Essential services that will continue

¢ VA medical services: VA hospitals, clinics, and
vet centers remain open.

¢ Benefit payments: Payments for disability
compensation, pension, and education (like the GI
Bill) will continue.

e  Crisis support: The Veterans Crisis Line remains
operational 24/7.

e Appeals and burials: The Board of Veterans'
Appeals will continue processing appeals, and
burials will continue at VA national cemeteries.

e TRICARE: Healthcare services through
TRICARE in the private sector are not affected by
a government shutdown.

Services that may be impacted

e Career counseling: Transition assistance and
career counseling services are temporarily
suspended.

e Public contact services: Public-facing regional
offices and some hotlines may be closed to the
public.

e Cemetery maintenance: The placement of
permanent headstones and general grounds
maintenance at national cemeteries may be halted.

e OQOutreach: Public affairs and outreach activities
will cease.

Where to get help
¢ VA Emergency Contact: Call 1-800-MyVA411
for information on VA care, benefits, and
services.

e Veterans Crisis Line: Call or text 988, then press
1 for confidential support.

¢ Banks: Check with your financial institution for
potential payroll advances or support programs for
federal employees and military members.

e Military and veteran support
organizations: Organizations like the Operation
Homefront, Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society,
and VFW may offer assistance.

For God and Country,
Carol Robinson
Judge Advocate

Chaplain’s Corner
Prayer for The Month of November:
Father, [ come with a heart full of thanksgiving as I step
into November. Thank You for the gift of life, health,
family, and every blessing of the past months. Thank You
for guiding me through challenges and for the unseen
battles You fought on my behalf. This month, let gratitude
flow from my lips daily. Help me to see Your goodness
even in small things and to rejoice always, no matter the
circumstances. May my life be a living testimony of
thanksgiving throughout November.

Amen
For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Chaplain

General Membership Meeting drawing
October 16, 2025:

50/50 winner was Fritz Burkhart, who won $41.00.
Bean book draw was Aaron Zeman (Not Present) for the
$999 Jackpot & Kelly O’Neil (WINNER) for the $869
jackpot.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Birthday greetings are extended to our members who have
a birthday in November 2025. Don’t forget to take
advantage of the 25% birthday discount. This discount
must be mentioned, and it must be your birthday unless the
post isn’t open on your birthday, then it can be the next
day.




BINGO at VAMC

We held our monthly VA Bingo on October 18", We had
30 veterans participate. We gave out $185 in Patriot bucks.
The following members helped put this event on:

Saunders Moon Carol Robinson

William Delesus Deborah Giles

Our next VA BINGO event is on November 15, 2025 at
10am. This is a great program and a lot of fun, please
consider coming out and supporting this Four Pillars event.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Bingo Chairman

American Legion Auxiliary Report
Hello all. November is upon us. We are still collecting
donations for our Holiday Baskets. We could use anything
you could donate.

At our last meeting we had a motion to change our
monthly meeting to the second Thursday of the month
Starting in January. Per our bylaws, Article X -
Amendments, our bylaws may be amended by a 2/3 vote
of the members present, provided the proposed
amendments have been read at a previous meeting.

The proposed amendment to Article V - Unit Meetings
Section 1. is as follows; “The regular meetings of this
Auxiliary Unit shall be held on the 2™ Thursday of each
month.

See you at our next meeting on Museum Night, November
20.

For God and Country,
Deborah Snody
President

Sons of The American Legion Report
SAL monthly meetings are on the 2™ Tuesday of each
month at 6:00pm at the post. Our next meeting will be held
on November 11, 2025 at 2:00 pm, following the
Veteran’s Day Ceremony. Please come to the meeting and
support your Squadron. One of the topics to be discussed
will be a possible Turkey shoot in November and
December.

Membership Standings
2026 Squadron 25 Membership: 31.58%
2026 Membership Goal: 76
Current Membership: 24

2026 Target Date: 35% by 11/13/25

For God and Country,
James Lostetter
Squadron Commander

American Legion Riders Report
What a great turn up for the Old Dominion Honor Flight. I
applaud you Riders for showing the rest of the Post how
it’s done. What a ride! You rocked it!

Thanks to Rob for putting together the ride home. We
made it to 5 more Posts for the Quest. We enjoyed good
weather, a great route, and awesome comradery.

As we enter the cold months riding gets harder. Remember
to dress in layers. Don’t forget to hydrate. You lose just
about as much water when it is cold as when it’s hot.

This month we start taking nominations for next year’s
officers. Step up and take an office. It’s not hard and can
be rewarding.

We have started taking 2026 dues payments. When
paying, please sign a new waiver and put 2026 on the top.

For God and Country,
Chester Snody
Director

Club Manager’s Corner
In an effort to search out the most suitable hours for our
social quarters and to take sight of what works best for our
members and their guests, starting the week of November
17, we will be extending the social quarters hours as
follows:

Monday 3pm — 10pm

Tuesday 11lam — 10pm

Wednesday 11am — 10pm

Thursday 1pm — 10pm

Friday 11am — 12am

Saturday 3pm — 12am

Monday — Thursday, we will not close before 9pm and
Friday & Saturday, before 10pm. We will consistently be
offering these hours from a minimum of six weeks to
gauge their effectiveness, so please come out and support
the post in order for us to find the best hours of operation.

Member and guest support and presence in the club is the
key to success in our Social Quarters. Please continue to
look for upcoming events to be posted on the bulletin
board in the Social Quarters. Come on out and join us as
always looking forward to seeing you soon.

For God and Country,
Shelly Veloso



Club Manager

Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Colonial Chapter
433 meets at American Legion Post 25 Newport News.
Current officers are:

*  President — Bill Strickland

*  Vice President — Don Forshey

e Secretary/Treasurer — Larry Gerber

The VVA is one of America’s most respected veterans’
organizations and sole organization devoted exclusively to
issues related to Vietnam-Era veterans and their families.
Every member of VVA is a life member. All veterans who
served honorably from November 1, 1955, to May 7, 1975,
or any duty location between August 5, 1964, and May 7,
1975, can join with payment of $50.00 and become a life
member. The VVA Chapter 433 meets six times a year on
the last Wednesday of the following months; at American
Legion post 25:

January 28, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

March 25, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

April 29,2026 — 11:15am — Post 25 (Elections)
June 24,2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

August 26, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

October 28, 2026 — 11:15am — Post 25

For God and Country,
Bill Strickland
President
VVA Colonial Chapter 433

Virginia Veterans Memorials (VVM)
We are currently working on developing a Memorandum
of Understanding between the City of Newport News and
the VVM. Once we have this complete, then we can move
forward with a presentation to the city council. Once this
presentation takes place, that will complete Phase II of the
project. We are currently on target with our funding to
complete Phase III and hope to begin that phase of the
project soon.

Thank you all for your continued support.

For God and Country,
Archie Scott
Virginia Veterans Memorials Treasurer

Shuffleboard Results
Shuffleboard is played every Saturday with sign-ups
starting at 6:30pm in the Social Quarters and play begins
as soon as teams are drawn. The cost is $3.00 per person
and 1% & 2" place teams receive winnings. Please see
Kim Williams if you have any questions.

DATE 1 PLACE 2" PLACE
September 27" Jackie Powell Terri McCready
John Forbes Theresa Forbes
October 4 Kim Williams John Forbes
Terri McCready Theresa Forbes
October 11" John Forbes John LaPurg
George McCready Greg Goba
October 18"  Terri McCready Geo. McCready
Shelly George Kim Williams
October 25" Terri McCready Geo. McCready
Theresa Forbes John Forbes

Please be aware that even though the calendar says
shuffleboard on Saturday at 7pm, that due to a lack of
participation, there may not always be a “horse collar”
tournament but there is always the opportunity to play
“Round robin” shuffleboard. NOTE: The first Saturday of
every month we always have enough people to play a
“Horse collar” tournament. Come on out and have some

fun at your American Legion Post!

Cornhole Results

Cornhole is played every Monday with sign-ups

starting at 6pm in the Social Quarters and the bags fly at
6:30pm. The cost is $5.00 per person, and 1% & 2" place
teams receive winnings. Please see Hank Golding if you
have any questions.

DATE 1 PLACE 2" PLACE

September 29" Tom Byrd John McGowan
Isaac Bondurant Logan Landers
John McGowan Tom Byrd
Travis Creech Luke Bondurant

October 6™ John McGowan Isaac Bondurant

October 13™

October 20™

Luke Bondurant

Isaac Bondurant
Tyler Davis

Hunter Yost
Walker

Travis Creech
Hayden Felker

John McGowan

John McGowan

THE

SEEAMERIC

LEGION

Tyler Davis

Tom Byrd
Hayden Felker

Luke Bondurant
Tom Byrd

Hank Golding
Isaac Bondurant

Hank Golding

Travis Creech

ONE



November 2025

Calendar, Menu, & Happenings
Amerlcan Legion Braxton-Perkins Post 25 — 7609 Marshall Avenue, Newport News, VA 23605 — 757-245- 4532

Sunday

2

Post Closed

Department Fall
Conference — Williamsburg

9

Post Closed

16

Post Closed

23/30

Post Closed

Monday

3

Cornhole: 6pm

Line Dancing Classes —
6pm

VVM Meeting: 6:30pm
Dinner: Burger Night

10

Cornhole: 6pm

Dinner: Burger Night
AL Auxiliary National
Charter Day

Marine Corps Birthday

17

Legion Riders Meeting:
6:30pm

Cornhole: 6pm

Line Dancing Classes —
6pm

Dinner: Burger Night

24

Cornhole — 6pm

Line Dancing Classes —
6pm

Dinner: Burger Night

Tuesday

Tuesday Trivia — S:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday
Election Day

11

Veterans Day Ceremony —
11am — Huntington Park
Veterans Day Community
Lunch — 12pm — 3pm
Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
SAL Meeting: 2pm

Event Planning Committee
Meeting: 6pm

Dinner: Taco Tuesday
Veterans Day

18

Tuesday Trivia — S:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

25

Tuesday Trivia — 5:30pm
Dinner: Taco Tuesday

Wednesday

Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night

12

Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night

19

40&8 Meeting: 7pm
Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Pot Roast Dinner

26

Thanksgiving Dinner —
11am - 2pm

Cash Board: 7pm
Dinner: Shrimp Night

Thursday

Bar Bingo — 6pm
Dinner: Steak Dinner

13

E-Board Meeting: 6:30pm
Dinner: Steak Dinner

20

Museum Night: 6pm
Auxiliary Meeting: 7pm
General Membership
Meeting: 7pm

Dinner:

27

Post Closed

Thanksgiving Day

Friday

Dinner: Fish
14

Dinner: Fish

21

KJ Andree — 7pm
Dinner: Fish

28

Dinner: Fish

Saturday

1
B ETRhE

ONE

KJ Ray: 7pm

Shuffleboard: 7pm
Department Fall Conference —
Williamsburg

8

Shuffleboard — 7pm
15

VA BINGO - Hampton VAMC
—10am
Shuffleboard: 7pm

22

Shuffleboard: 7pm
29

Shuffleboard: 7pm

** Event is open to the Community - Spread the Word / V — Volunteer Opportunity

Upcoming Events

- 12/13 — National Guard Birthday
- 12/20 — Space Force Birthday

- 12/24 - POW/MIA Candlelight Vigil — Vietnam War Memorial —

- 12/25 — Christmas Day

- 1/1/26 — New Year’s Day

Huntington Park

Social Quarters / Kitchen Corner

Our social quarters and kitchen hours are Monday-Tuesday &

Thursday 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Wednesday 11:00 a.m. to 10:00
p.m. Friday-Saturday 3:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. Closed on Sunday’s.

The nightly dinner specials listed above will be served from 5:00

p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The regular kitchen menu is available when open
until 8pm. If you have any special requests, please let us know!
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Preamble to the Constitution
Of the American Legion

For God and Country
We associate ourselves together for the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; To maintain law and order; To foster and perpetuate a
one hundred percent Americanism; To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars; To inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;
To make right the Master of Might; To promote peace and good will on earth; To safeguard and transmit to posterity the
principles of justice, freedom and democracy; To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual

helpfulness

This newsletter is produced for and by the members of Braxton-Perkins Post No. 25, The American Legion, Inc., Department
of Virginia, and Chartered August 25, 1919.
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1+ Vice Commander:
2~ Vice Commander:
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Sgt-at-Arms:

Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
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Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
Executive Committee:
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Service Officer:
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IPPC:

Chester Snody
Jim Lostetter
Greg Goba
Akoshua Geathers
Archie Scott
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VACANT

Chris Garcia

Jim Lostetter

Carol Robinson
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Treasurer:

Sgt at Arms:
Chaplain:
Historian:
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VACANT
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Bethann Mahoney
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Commander:

1+ Vice Commander:

2~ Vice Commander:
Sgt-at-Arms:
Adjutant/Finance Officer:
Historian:

Chaplain:
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Stephen Hudak
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William Strickland
James Lostetter
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Correspondant (Secretary/Adjutant):
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James Lostetter



